
a r ing is a r ing is a r ing student intervi ew – Maya F erron i

a ring is a ring is a ring showcases the work of a year-long collaboration between students of three leading European Jewellery Schools: Alchim ia : Contem por a r y  Jew eller y

School, Florence, Italy, Hochschule Tr ier , Idar Oberstein, Germany and Br itish Aca dem y  of Jew eller y , London & Birmingham, UK. In this series, we interview the students who

participated in the project.

C a n you tell us a  little  more a bout the piece you ha ve on displa y in the show?

My r esear ch o f the last peri od has been ine v rom the E ras mus p roject in Ger man y an d Italy .

I am loo king f or all po ssible inter acti ons an d I lik e the i dea o f be ing able to gi ve, a s imilar f eeling to tho se

who w ill meet the objects o f my im a gin ati on. I am k een to cr eate a changing sets, po ssible an o pen to m an y

interp retati ons an acti ons. I lik e to call m y latest ar t work as “inter acti ve object ” , I lo ve the i dea o f

be ing m anipulated an d interr og ated an d that e ver yone can gi ve the m a sense in the ir o wn w orld. What I

par ticularly lik e i s the f act that ” inter acti ve object ” k eep the d i dentity e ven when the y’re ar e n ot w or n.

The y ar e d evoid o f ” tax dir ecti on” but stan ding alone in m ultiple s urfaces. B oth o f my p ieces ar e the r es ults

of pur e m anu factur e p roces ses, star ting f rom forging e ver y p ieces o f metal an d building the m up u sing

techni ques f rom the gold smith ar t. I m ad e the “T etraego ” b y u sing w ax car ving, casting, dr owning an d jo int

with e xperim ent on hot s old ering techni ques. It ’s mad rom sterling s ilver an d br as s. F or m e it sho ws the

dif culti es that hu man thoughts when it i s un d res sure o ir o wn amb ition. “P uzzle ” r ep resents the

way ho w I interp retate the concepts o on, p rotecti on an d memor y, it ’s my Gim mel. T wo in depen dent

pieces that hav e chance to jo int per fectly af ter the ri ght time. The y ar e str ong an d s oli d when the y separ ate

but the y lo ve to m eet each other to cr eate dif fer ent kin ds o f connecti ons an d inter acti ons w ith the body e ver y

time. It u ilver squar e w ire jo int whit hot s old ering techni ques.

So the show is titled A  RIN G  is A  RIN G  is  A  RIN G ,  ca n you tell us wha t a  ring is to you?

A ring i s a r ep resentati on o f the w orld, an acti on or a concept. A ring i s an e xp res sion o f a f eeling an d

intuition. A ring i s a r esear ch thr ough langua ges: s ymboli c, i coni c an d sens ori al. A ring i s a sculptur e f or the

body an d i s able to r evolutioni se an d r eor gani se its o wn langua ge to cr eate ne w in di vidual an d f resh poetr y.

Conte mpor ar y je weller y ar e the bor der wher e conceptual ar t meet the body an d let ’s y ou touch, shu f

experim ent an d r ebuilt. A ring i s the e xperi ence o f an inter acti on w ith the ar t p roduct.

W ha t other piec es in the show do you find interesting a nd why?

d it v er y inter esting o ver y p ieces in the sho w becau se the y ar e the r es ults o f an accur ate an d d eep

resear ches, als o the y all hav e a brilli ant stor y to tell. I lo ve all the p ieces, star ting f rom the w av e o f glas s

mad e b y D ani el, the Cocobolo w ood en ring cur ved b y Bhavn a N eil, the illu sionar y w ork o f Kik a R u o an d

the ele vati on to a p iece o f d es ign m ad e b y Xi a o Xi f rom a plasti c ben d o f co mmon u se. I r eally lik e the blue

stone Chinese bo x cut f rom An ora, whi ch hi d e an d brings out mi ster y an d secr et. I lo ve

the e xperim entati on o f Silv ia B onar di w ound the concept o f memor y an d the r esear ch o f Ales sia

Prati w ith shibui chi along w ith the cr eati on o f her peculi ar allo y. I w as imp res sed f rom the co mmemorati on o f

a par ticular d aily dr ama about the M exican f eminici de. It w as a hon our f or m e to di splay m y w ork along w ith

the p ieces o f brilli ant ar tists.

This wa s a  colla bora tive project a nd inc luded 3  other schools,  wha t wa s the experience like a nd wha t ha ve

you lea rned from it?

The e xperi ence has been am azing, star ting w ith a w ork sho p w ith U rlich R eithofer, whi ch had o pen m y min d as

a str ee m of sp ring air . I lear ned a lot f rom other stud ents co ming f rom all o ver the w orld, e ver yone w ir

peculi ar stori es an d dif fer ent back gr ounds. Thr ough thi s e xperi ence, I can s ay that I f ound an impor tant

peace o f my self w ith the f ocu s o f my actual r esear ant to di v se thri ving ar tistic

co mmunities, di sco vering the m a w ay to w ork an d ho w the y app roach to the conte mpor ar y ar t soci ety,

exploring the qualit y o f the p roducts an d the conceptual w ork ar ound it. Thi s trip g av e m e s o man y ne w tools

to ad d to m y “lif e tool bo x” an d the po wer o f peo ple when the y co me tog ether to let cr eati vit wing. In

Ger man y we becam e consci ous that ar t has e motions an d if y ou ar e aw ar e o f the dif fer ent e motional sta ges

of the cr eati vity p roces s, y our p roduct w d po wer ful as y our e motion i s. In Flor ence, we

had thr ee or m ore p ieces each an d the crits has ta ken about 10 hour s. I w as v er y imp res sed f rom how much

all o f u s w as k een to bring in.

W ha t is your ba ckground?

I co me f rom Bologn a, a lo vely cit y an d cultur al centr e in the n or th o f Italy . I co me f rom a f amily wher e the

biggest v alues ar e the kn owledg es that y ou g av elling an d di sco vering y ourself . Af shed m y

studi es in ps ychology in P ar ma I f elt lik e to leav e the co mfy en vironment o f my childhood an d go to loo king f or

wider per specti ves an d multicultur al aspect o f our s oci ety. I m oved to L ondon in 2 014, I f an y dif cult

moments an d I had the best an d bloo ming f eelings o f self r eali sati on an d s ati sfacti on lik e m y 3 y ear s jour ney

at the B A J. In thi s speci al cit y, y ou can r eally f eel that e ver ything i s po ssible, the ener gy y ou can br eath

co ming f rom 14 milli on o f y oung peo ple running tog ether all the tim e. L ondon i s a p rogr es sive, techn ologi cal,

up to d ate an d conte mpor ar y but o ver all i s inter acti on, co mmunicati on an d integr ati ve thi s uni que cit y

becau se it has been a b ig par t o f my lif e especi f my ar tistic back gr ound.

W hy ha ve you become a  jeweller?

I d eci de to becam e a je weller when I r eali sed that je wels ar e sculptur e that y ou can wear . The body i s the

tool thr ough whi ch we can e xperi ence, the w orld an d more senses ar e in volved in a cer tain p iece, the m ore

po wer ful f eeling it w ill co me f ro iece itself . The f act that y ou can wear an object m a kes the con diti on

for an e xchang e o f ener gy an d po wer bet ween s ubject an d object, the or naments ar e the d oor o c

state o f mind.

W hy should someone visit the show?

You should v isit the sho w if y ou ar e inter ested to see f resh interp retati on o f the w orld an d if y ou lik e the

id f wearing stori es an d conceptual w ork s instead o f a clas sic je wel. Als o, y ou can app reci ate the

dif fer ences bet ween the app roach o f thr ee E uropean countri es to je weller y. It ’s a w indo oci ety

becau se ar tant aspect o f cultur e, lik e s oci ology ,liter atur e, ps ychology , sci ence an d hu man

histor y.

W here ca n we find more informa tion a bout you a nd your work?

I’m still w y web site an d s y Insta gr am pa g s av isit: M ay a_e_basta_je weller y

(https://www .insta gr am.co m/m ay a_e_basta_je weller y/) . Other wise, if y ou ar e inter ested in collecting

je weller y d es ign boo ks, y ou w d m olume “Ar tistar je wels 2 018”, whi ch i s go ing to be av ailable in

man y inter nati onal boo ksho ps f rom Februar y 2 018, y ou w d s ome m ore inf ormati on about m y w ork.
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